Retreat at MK with Anja Townrow:

For Machine sewing, although hand sewers are welcome to come and piece and quilt by hand!

Two days and a talk, during which I’ll show you as many techniques and tips as possible, while you are making a small project.

Choice of 5:

2 floral designs, a fish, a bird and an abstract, which can be your own unique design.

Day 1:

We will be doing a bit of curved piecing, making a quilt top with just a few templates.

Add borders and optional appliqué.

Layer with cotton wadding and backing.

Talk: Laid-back appliqué.

Day 2:

Stitching with a variety of threads.

How to add quilting and embroidery to your quilt without getting into a mess..

Fool-proof binding demonstration.

REQUIREMENTS:Try your best with this,I do understand that we never seem to bring ‘the right things’ to any workshop!

FOR DAY 1

Fabrics:

Fat quarters of two fabrics, for the Border and Background: study the pictures for an idea of contrast etc.

Fat eights or scraps to make the flowers,fish,bird.eg: green,fuchsia,orange,mauve,red,yellow.These can be almost plain,so that the embroidery will show up.

If in doubt, just bring a nice selection of colours and fabrics that you like.

 Thread to match.

Large sheet of paper(A3) if doing your own design(you will get help with this).

Freezer paper:0.5m

Small ruler,ball point pen,sticky tape

Thin medium length pins(with glass head if available),

pencil,grey quilters pencil or your favourite fabric markers..

Paper scissors,fabric scissors.

Usual sewing kit

Envelope for templates.

Heat & Bond for applique:0.5m

FOR DAY 2

Backing fabric:fat quarter.

Cotton wadding(nothing else will do!):20x20”

Long daisy pins or safety pins to hold the layers while quilting.

SEWING MACHINE;bring your favourite machine,ideally with a nice range of stitches,although just 6 decorative stitches can be enough to give a good result.

With walking foot,darning foot(stippling foot),satin stitch foot,if you have them. Extra bobbin case if available!

Bring your large extension table if possible.

MACHINE NEEDLES

Schmetz Top stitch needles 14 are recommended.

THREADS

Regular thread to match your fabric and a variety of decorative threads, metallics etc,of varying thickness.

Bring what you have,you can try new ones in the workshop!

Thread for the bobbin,whatever your machine likes best.

PLEASE USE COTTON WADDING!

 QUILT SANDWICH 10x10” at least,made up with plain quilters fabrics or calico (any colour) and cotton wadding,to test stitches before sewing on the quilt.

GREASEPROOF PAPER:0.5 m

DARNING NEEDLE.

Fabric for binding(optional):0.5m

